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Guide: Keep Yellowstone free flowing


By MARTIN J. KIDSTON - Independent Record - 08/14/08
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Mariah Davis has 13 years experience and a 4-year-old daughter who loves the water.��So it’s no wonder Mariah and Jasmine are so eager for Saturday to roll around.��The mother and daughter plan to launch their 14-foot Otter raft on the Yellowstone River near Gardiner this weekend, setting off on a monthlong voyage down the nation’s longest free-flowing river.��“Some see the Yellowstone as one of the most threatened rivers,” Davis said. “We want to bring awareness to river protection so that future generations can enjoy clean, free-flowing rivers.”��An outdoor enthusiast who guided on the Gallatin River for several years, as well as in Alaska, North Carolina and Tennessee, Davis will begin the trip near the Montana-Wyoming border.��Davis plans to cover about 20 miles per day. The river flows free for more than 650 miles. Davis plans to float 571 miles of that. 


“Jasmine is really excited,” said Davis. “She’s been telling people she wants to help save the rivers.”��The mother-daughter duo has completed trips in the past, including the Wild and Scenic stretch of the Missouri River. They floated the North Fork of the Flathead River and did two one-night trips on the Blackfoot River.��While Davis is fulfilling a segment of a longtime dream to float to the Gulf of Mexico, she says her mission now is to encourage more parents to connect their children to the outdoors.��“It’s through these experiences that children realize the value in our forests and rivers,” she said. “They’ll have an attachment and a reason to preserve the rivers for future generations.”��The mother of another family, along with her three children, will take part in the float for a few days. One other family has expressed interest.��“We’re trying to get other moms to go with us for a day or so,” she said. “It’s perfectly safe. Jasmine is comfortable and happy out on the river. You’re view changes every minute.”��Trip sponsors include Outdoor Kidfitter Co., Montana Outdoor Sports and Sportsman’s Warehouse. Davis added that she plans to make the journey self-supported, leaving the river only to stock up on potable water.�                            Reporter Martin Kidston: 447-4086 or mkidston@helenair.com 
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